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1.0 Scope of Guideline 

 
This guideline provides tuberculosis (TB) screening and follow-up recommendations and procedures 
for patients in BC’s Kidney Care Clinics (KCCs) for whom there has been a referral initiated for a 
Living Donor Transplant.  
 
Refer to Appendix 1 for an overview of the TB Screening & Follow-Up Workflow. 
 

2.0 Recommendations 
 

Recommendation #1: Screen all KCC patients for TB who have had a Living Donor Transplant 
referral initiated using the 3-component protocol outlined in recommendation #3 (TB screening 
questionnaire, IGRA test and chest x-ray). See recommendation #2 for exceptions. 
 
IGRA blood samples can be drawn in any hospital that has been designated (trained and set up) as 
an IGRA collection site by the BCCDC Provincial Health Laboratory. See www.bccdc.ca/resource-
gallery/Documents/Educational%20Materials/TB/IGRAsites.pdf (note the restricted days/hours for 
IGRA blood collection). 

http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Educational%20Materials/TB/IGRAsites.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Educational%20Materials/TB/IGRAsites.pdf
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For the occasional patient who cannot access one of these sites within the timeline of the 
transplant referral submission, utilize the “bypass to expedite” option in PROMIS and submit the 
transplant referral. TB screening will be arranged by the (1) Transplant Centre (when in Vancouver 
for appointment); or (2) Dialysis Centre (if they start on dialysis).  
 
Recommendation #2: Do not rescreen patients previously screened using the BCCDC/BCR 
screening process (questionnaire, IGRA and chest x-ray) (see recommendation #3 for exception). 
This includes patients changing treatment types (e.g., PD to HD, transplant to HD, KCC to PD) 
regardless of the length of time since the initial screening (refer to Procedure section for ways to 
identify if previous screening was done). The BCCDC/BCR screening process started in 2016.  
 

For patients with a previous documented IGRA test (anytime in the past) but not as part of the 3-
component protocol outlined in this guideline:  

• Submit the TB screening questionnaire and chest x-ray as per the 3-component protocol. 

• Do not repeat the IGRA. Enter the date the IGRA was completed, and the TB Physician will 
advise if a more recent IGRA is required. 

 
In general, repeat, or serial IGRA testing is not recommended. In certain circumstances, it may be 
appropriate, most commonly following a known TB exposure. If unclear for a specific case, contact 
the Nurse Consultants in TB Services (phone: BCCDC, 604.707.5678; Island Health, 250-519.1510).  
 
Recommendation #3: Utilize the BCCDC/BCR 3-component protocol to screen for TB: 

1. TB screening (risk assessment) questionnaire.  
2. IGRA blood test: QFT - Plus.  
3. Chest x-ray within the past 6 months.  

 
The TB Screening Tracking Report in PROMIS shows the TB Assessment Date (completion of 
questionnaire), chest X-Ray order date, TB IGRA order date and the date that BCCDC was alerted 
(BCCDC is alerted automatically by PROMIS when the three components are completed).  
 
TB screening (risk assessment) questionnaire (see Appendix 2 for example) 
This questionnaire is available as a fillable form in PROMIS. Print the questionnaire from PROMIS 
(demographics will auto populate), discuss the questions with the patient and enter the responses 
into PROMIS. BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) will have access to the completed 
questionnaire, along with the results of the IGRA test and chest x-ray, in PROMIS for analysis.  
 
IGRA testing (see Appendix 3 for example of IGRA lab requisition) 
The IGRA lab requisition is available in PROMIS (demographics will auto populate). Print the 
requisition from PROMIS and give to the patient to take to the laboratory. BE SURE TO USE THE 
IGRA LAB REQUSITION IN PROMIS and not the standard lab requisition.  
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BCCDC will have access to the results of the IGRA test, along with the completed questionnaire and 
chest x-ray report, in PROMIS for analysis. The results of the IGRA tests are usually available within 
1 week of the sample being drawn. 
 
Chest x-ray (see Appendix 4 for example of chest x-ray requisition) 
The chest x-ray requisition is available in PROMIS (demographics will auto populate). Print the 
requisition from PROMIS and give to the patient. BE SURE TO USE THE CHEST X-RAY REQUSITION IN 
PROMIS and not the standard radiology requisition.  
 
The patient may have his/her chest x-ray at any hospital medical imaging department. Once the 
report is available, a copy will be sent by the medical imaging department to the KCC and to the 
BCCDC. BCCDC will manually upload the report into PROMIS.  
 
If the patient has had a chest x-ray within the past 6 months, a repeat chest-ray is not required. 
Enter the date the x-ray was completed into PROMIS. BCCDC will manually upload the x-ray report 
into PROMIS. If the report/image is inconclusive, BCCDC will advise the KCC to provide the patient 
with a chest x-ray requisition specific for ruling out TB.  
 
BCCDC will have access in PROMIS to all 3 components of TB screening to complete their analysis - 
the completed TB screening questionnaire, IGRA test results and the chest x-ray report.  
 
Recommendation #4: If an IGRA result is “indeterminant” or “unsatisfactory,” repeat once (if 
available at your site, consider T-spot instead of a second QFT). If the second result comes back 
indeterminant or unsatisfactory, do not repeat. The TB physician will review the file and issue a 
report based on the information available.  
 
Recommendation #5: Once all 3 components in recommendation #3 have been completed, 
PROMIS will automatically alert BCCDC.  
 
Once BCCDC receives the "Alert" from the renal unit, they will check PROMIS for the completed TB 
screening questionnaire, the IGRA blood test result and the chest x-ray report. If any of these 
components are missing one month after the "Alert" was sent, BCCDC will notify the patient's unit. 
The unit will be responsible for follow-up with the patient. If components are still missing after 
another 2 months, the incomplete information will be sent to the TB screening physician who will 
issue a report indicating incomplete results. 
 
If the patient wishes to complete the screening in the future (e.g., when starting the transplant 
process), the process/referral will need to be started again at that time.  
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Recommendation #6: After analysis of the results, BCCDC TB Services will issue a report/letter, 
including recommendations.  
 
BCCDC TB Services will manually upload the report/letter, including recommendations, into 
PROMIS. Reports/letters will be available in PROMIS within 1 month of the three tests being 
received by the BCCDC. To review the report/letter in PROMIS, search for the patient, go to 
“Documents,” then filter by “TB Services Recommendations" tab. 
 
Distribution of the report and follow-up of results will depend upon the outcome of testing. See 
Appendix 5 for an overview of report/letter distribution and follow-up for each type of result. See 
Appendix 6 for sample copies of each result type report/letters.  
 

*For Island Health, BCCDC TB Services will fax copies of the TB screening questionnaire, IGRA 
blood test results and the chest x-ray report to the Island Health TB Clinic (BCCDC will also upload 
a copy of the chest x-ray report into PROMIS). The Island Health TB Clinic will analyze the results 
and issue a report/letter, including recommendations. The Island Health TB Clinic will alert BCCDC 
TB Services of the availability of a report in Panorama. BCCDC will upload a copy of the report in 
PROMIS. Island Health TB Clinic will follow-up on the results with the patient/appropriate care 
providers. 
 
 

3.0 Procedure 

 
Kidney Care Clinic responsibilities 
 
1. Designate a person(s) responsible for maintaining TB screening processes for patients referred 

for transplant and to ensure the process is completed.  
 

2. Incorporate into the pre-printed orders for KCC patients referred for transplant:  
a. Complete TB screening questionnaire 
b. IGRA blood test (QFT - Plus) 
c. Chest x-ray within the past 6 months 

 

3. Print the following documents from PROMIS and add to the records of KCC patients referred for 
transplant (unless a previous TB screening report is on file):  
a. Auto-populated TB screening questionnaire  
b. Auto-populated laboratory requisition for IGRA blood test (unless a previous IGRA result is 

on file) 
c. Auto-populated chest x-ray requisition (unless a chest x-ray was completed within the 

previous 6 months) 
* It is important to use the forms in PROMIS that are auto-populated. DO NOT USE STANDARD 

LAB REQUISITIONS/CHEST X-RAY FORMS. 
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Procedure 
 
Component Action Responsibility 

1 Check for 
previous 
IGRA/TB 
screening report 

Check if patient has been previously screened for TB using the 
BCCDC/BCR screening process (questionnaire, IGRA and chest x-
ray). If so, screening does not need to be repeated. 
 
To check for previous TB screening:  

• On PROMIS 4, go to Renal > TB Assessment 

• If the TB Screening Questionnaire Summary is blank, TB 
screening was not previously completed 

• If there is a pre-existing TB Screening Questionnaire, click to 
open 

• Click on or scroll down to TB Services Completes to see if 
there has been a TB physician review  
 

To view the TB physician narrative reports: 

• On PROMIS 4, go to Documents, filter by TB Services 
Recommendation 

• TB Physician/Nurse Practitioner narratives are also 
automatically uploaded to CareConnect under Documents 

RN/Unit Clerk 

2 TB screening 
questionnaire 
 
See Appendix 2 

a. Print TB screening questionnaire from PROMIS: 

• Select Reports menu. 

 
• Select arrow next to TB Screening to view list of reports. 

• Select TB Screening Questionnaire. 

Unit Clerk 



TB Screening & Follow-Up:  
Kidney Care Clinic Patients Referred for Kidney 
Transplant 
 

 

 

TB Screening & Follow Up for KCC Patients (WORKING COPY Jan 20, 2024) Page 6 

Component Action Responsibility 

 
 
Component Action Responsibility 

 TB screening 
questionnaire 
cont’d 

• Select Assessment Date = blank (default).  

• Select Run Report. 

• Print out Questionnaire and place in patient’s record. 

 

  b. Fill out Questionnaire with patient information. RN 

  c. Enter completed Questionnaire into PROMIS. 

• Search for patient. 

• Under Renal menu, select TB Services. 

 
• Under TB Assessment tab, click on Add button.  

• Enter information from completed Questionnaire, including: 

• Select Population at Risk checkbox. 

• Select Renal TB Screening as the Reason for Screening. 

• Under Risk Factors, select Chronic Renal Disease/Dialysis. 

• Select Save. 

Unit Clerk 
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Component Action Responsibility 

Discard the hard copy of the Questionnaire once entered into 
PROMIS. 

3 IGRA (QFT 
Plus) blood 
test 
 
See Appendix 
3 

a. Check Care Connect/PROMIS for previous IGRA test. If none, print 
lab requisition from PROMIS:  

• Search for patient. 

• Select Reports menu (same row as the Renal menu). 

• Select arrow next to TB Screening to view list of reports. 

• Select IGRA-QFT Requisition. Note: Primary nephrologist will 
show as the ordering physician – do not change.  

• Select Run Report. 

• Print out requisition. 

Unit Clerk 

  b. Give requisition to patient & ask to take to IGRA lab (limited 
hospital labs are set up for IGRA blood collection & days/hours are 
restricted). See www.bccdc.ca/resource-
gallery/Documents/Educational%20Materials/TB/IGRAsites.pdf  

RN or Unit 
Clerk 

  

http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Educational%20Materials/TB/IGRAsites.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Educational%20Materials/TB/IGRAsites.pdf
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Component Action Responsibility 

 IGRA (QFT 
Plus) blood 
test cont’d 
 

c. Document that patient was provided the requisition or, if applicable, 
the date a previous IGRA test was completed in PROMIS: 

• Search for patient. 

• Under Renal menu, select TB Services.  

• Under TB Assessment tab, select record with the corresponding 
Assessment Date.  

• Select pencil icon next to Nurse Completes to edit the record.  

• Under IGRA Test section, check IGRA Test QFT checkbox and enter 
IGRA Order Date. 

• Click Save.  

Unit Clerk 

4 Chest x-ray 
 
See 
Appendix 4 

a. Check Care Connect for chest x-ray performed in the past 6 months.  
 
If none, print requisition from PROMIS:  

• Search for patient. 

• Select Reports menu (on the same row as the Renal menu). 

• Select arrow next to TB Screening to view list of reports. 

• Select Chest X-Ray Requisition. Note: Primary nephrologist will 
show as the ordering physician – do not change. 

• Under Management Centre, select KCC. 

• Under Unit, select KCC.  

• Select Run Report. 

• Print out requisition. 

Unit Clerk 

  b. Give requisition to patient to ask to take to hospital medical imaging 
department. 

RN or Unit Clerk 

  c. Document that patient was provided the requisition in PROMIS or, if 
applicable, the date a previous chest x-ray was completed within the 
past 6 months: 

• Search for patient. 

• Under Renal menu, select TB Services.  

• Under TB Assessment tab, select the record with the 
corresponding Assessment Date.  

• Select pencil icon next to Nurse Completes to edit the record.  

• Under Chest X-Ray section, enter the Order Date.  

• Click Save. 
 
BCCDC will review results and upload into PROMIS. 

Unit Clerk 

5 BCCDC will 
be notified 

Once all 3 components have been completed, PROMIS will automatically 
alert BCCDC. 

PROMIS 

 
BCCDC contact for questions: TB Services, phone: 604-707-5678 or tbnurseconsultants@bccdc.ca. For 
Island Health, call 250.519.1510. 
  

mailto:tbnurseconsultants@bccdc.ca
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4.0  Sponsors 
 

Original version (2015) developed for HD and PD by:  

• A working group of representative groups of renal clinicians and directors/managers, BC 
laboratories, BCCDC TB Services, Island TB Clinic and BC Renal (BCR) 

 
Original version (2015) approved for HD and PD by:  

• BCR Peritoneal Dialysis Committee 

• BCR Medical Advisory Committee 

• Provincial Committee for Implementation of TB Screening for Dialysis Patients (BCR/BCCDC, 
BC Public Health Microbiology and Reference Lab) 

 
Update in 2019 for HD and PD and reviewed by:  

• Representatives from Zoonotic Diseases & Emerging Pathogens Laboratory, BCCDC Public 
Health Laboratory (Team Lead & Technical Coordinator)  

• BCPRA Hemodialysis Committee (Sept 11, 2019 – discussed but not reviewed) 
 
In 2022, the 2019 version was adapted and updated to incorporate Kidney Care Clinic (KCC) patients 
referred for transplant. The 2022 update was completed in collaboration with representatives from 
the BCCDC, the PROMIS Team and the BCR Kidney Care, PD and HD Committees.  
 

In 2024, the 2022 version was updated following a review of various details of testing with BCCDC. 
The changes were summarized in a memo sent out in January 2024. 
 

5.0 Appendices 

 
Appendix 1: BC TB Screening Workflow for Renal Patients 
Appendix 2: TB Screening Questionnaire (printed from PROMIS) 
Appendix 3: IGRA Lab Requisition (printed from PROMIS) 
Appendix 4: Chest X-Ray Requisition (printed from PROMIS) 
Appendix 5: Distribution of Reports/Letters & Follow-up of Results 
Appendix 6: Samples of Follow-up Reports/Letters 

• Letter 1: Non-reactive IGRA 

• Letter 2: Reactive IGRA (Latent TB Infection) 
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Appendix 1:  BC TB Screening Workflow for Renal Patients 

This workflow applies to patients starting on dialysis (hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis and patients attending Kidney Care Clinics referred for transplant. 
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Appendix 2: TB Screening Questionnaire in PROMIS 

 
1. Please complete fields highlighted in yellow (unless already pre-populated with correct 

information).  
2. Reason for screening: Provincial Renal TB Screening. 
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Appendix 3: IGRA Lab Requisition in PROMIS 

 
1. Please complete fields highlighted in yellow (unless already pre-populated with correct 

information).  
2. TB IGRA Testing Criteria: CKD direct transplant 
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Appendix 4: Chest X-Ray Requisition in PROMIS 

 
Please complete fields highlighted in yellow (unless already pre-populated with correct 
information).  
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Appendix 5: Distribution of Reports/Letters & Follow-Up of Results 
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Appendix 6: Samples of Follow-Up Reports/Letters 

 

Letter 1: Non-Reactive IGRA Results 
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Letter 2: Reactive IGRA Results (Latent TB Infection) 
 
This letter applies to Lower Mainland patients only.  
 

 


