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Provincial Health Services Authority

TO: Medical Directors

BC Nephrologists

Pharmacy Directors

Renal Administrators

Renal Pharmacists

BC Renal Community Pharmacies

BC Renal Leadership

October 30, 2020
Re: BC Renal GN Formulary switching from Rituxan® to a biosimilar rituximab (Riximyo™)
Dear Colleagues,

As previously announced, BC Renal will match the funding approach from BC Cancer and switch from the originator
rituximab (Rituxan®) to the biosimilar Riximyo™. This change starts today - October 30, 2020.

Given this change, please be aware of the following:

e All new applications approved for reimbursement by BC Renal will be for the biosimilar Riximyo™.

e Given there are now four (4) rituximab products available in Canada, prescriptions should specify the name of
the product desired (e.g. Riximyo™). If the name is not specified, Riximyo™ will be provided for patients
reimbursed by BC Renal, or the pharmacy may request clarification from the prescriber.

e Patients currently receiving the originator Rituxan® will have a 6-month window (until April 29, 2020) to
transition to the biosimilar Riximyo™. This time period allows patients to switch to Riximyo™ between treatment
courses. Of note, a new prescription for Riximyo™ will need to be provided for patients with an active
prescription for Rituxan®. A medication information sheet is available to help facilitate the discussion with your
patients.

e  When switching between rituximab products, it is recommended that the infusion be restarted at the slowest
rate.

e If a patient develops an intolerance to Riximyo™, the other biosimilar rituximabs (Ruxience™ and then Truxima™)
will be made available, followed by the originator Rituxan®.

For more information, please refer to the BC Renal GN webpage where all of the updated rituximab materials such as the
medication information sheet, infusion protocol and application form are located. If you have any questions or

comments, please email bcpra@bcpra.ca

Sincerely,

Dr. Sean Barbour, MD, MSc, FRCPC Dr. Dan Martinusen, BSc(Pharm), ACPR, PharmD, FCSHP
Clinical Nephrologist, Vancouver General Hospital Provincial Director Pharmacy, BC Renal

Assistant Professor, UBC Division of Nephrology Clinical Instructor, UBC Pharmaceutical Sciences

Medical Lead, BC Renal GN Network Chair, BC Renal Pharmacy & Formulary Committee

Chair, BC Renal GN Committee

W b2

Dr. Adeera Levin, MD, FRCPC Dr. Clifford Lo, BSc(Pharm), MHA, PharmD, BCPS

Consulting Nephrologist, St. Paul’s Hospital Director, Formulary Management, BC Ministry of Health

Professor and Head, UBC Division of Nephrology Clinical Instructor, UBC Pharmaceutical Sciences

Executive Director, BC Renal Special Projects & Initiatives, BC Renal
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BC Children’s Provincial Renal Program, Fraser Health, 1770 W 7th Avenue Fax 604.875.7366
Interior Health, Island Health, Providence Health Care, xgchzug\)/er’ BC Email bcpra@bcpra.ca
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http://www.bcrenalagency.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Rituximab%20Medication%20Info%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.bcrenalagency.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/glomerulonephritis
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