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Speakers’ Bios 
 

 

Teresa Atkinson, 32 year kidney failure survivor 
For 32 years I have survived Kidney Failure, 23 of those years have been on 
dialysis. I waited 17 years for this third kidney. I had forgotten so many 
things like having the strength to pick up a grandchild, the joy of swimming, 
or the freedom to travel. My new life with this third kidney allows me to 
really live life again. 

 

Sean Barbour, MD, FRCPC, MSc 
Dr. Barbour completed his internal medicine and nephrology training at the 
University of British Columbia in 2010. He subsequently did a two-year 
glomerulonephritis fellowship and Master of Science in clinical 
epidemiology at the University of Toronto. As of July 2013, he is an Assistant 
Professor with the UBC Division of Nephrology, with a clinical and research 
focus on glomerular diseases. He is the Medical Lead of the BC Provincial 
Renal Agency BC Glomerulonephritis Network and Registry, and Chair of the 
BC Glomerulonephritis Network Steering Committee. Through these 
positions, he is responsible for health policy and health services related to 
glomerular diseases in BC. Dr. Barbour’s research focus is on clinical trials, 
health outcomes and health services delivery in glomerulonephritis, and 
using prediction modeling techniques to improve risk stratification in 
glomerular diseases. He holds multiple peer-reviewed grants, including from 
the MSFHR, KFOC and CIHR. 

 

Doris Barwich, MD, CCFP 
Dr Doris Barwich is the Executive Director for the BC Centre for Palliative 
Care – a provincial hub for innovation in the areas of Advance Care 
Planning, system level support re palliative care initiatives and 
Compassionate Communities. As Past President of the Canadian Society for 
Palliative Care Physicians she has been very involved in the current national 
debate regarding Physician Hastened Death. 
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Mike Bevilacqua, MD, FRCPC 
Mike is a nephrologist currently completing additional training in health 
care administration through a nephrology administration fellowship with 
the BCPRA. Mike is involved in several provincial projects including his role 
as the medical lead for polycystic disease initiatives in BC which includes 
standardization of renal imaging, evaluation of conventional and new 
treatments and creation of a first in Canada comprehensive provincial PKD 
registry. 

 

Eileen Carolan, RD 
Eileen Carolan, RD, BSc, has worked as a clinical dietitian thirty seven years. 
After 2 years working in dialysis in the early 1980's she returned to the 
Island Health Renal Program 12 years ago. Active in the BC Renal Dietitians 
Practice group and the Canadian Association of Nephrology Dietitians. 
Member of the development team for both Kidney Friendly Cooking and 
The Essential Guide for Renal Dietitians. 

 

Arlene Chapman, MD 
Dr. Chapman’s research focuses on mechanisms of cyst formation in 
autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease and determinants of the 
genetic contributions to antihypertensive drug responses in essential 
hypertension. Her early investigations also centered on the renal & systemic 
hemodynamic changes that occur during normal and pre-eclamptic 
pregnancies. With continuous NIH funding for the past 15 years, Dr. 
Chapman has established that through magnetic resonance imaging, 
significant changes in renal & liver cyst burden can be detected over a short 
period of time in autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease so that 
novel therapies can be tested. These advances have led to the testing of 
promising new agents in ADPKD including Vasopressin V2 receptor 
antagonists as well as formally testing inhibition of the renin-angiotensin-
aldosterone system in ADPKD patients with hypertension. 

 Gurjit Cheema, RN 
After graduating from nursing school, I stepped in to the renal world and 
began to experience CKD from the health care team members’ perspective. 
Prior to doing so, I myself belonged to the Fraser Health renal program as a 
CKD patient. 
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 Susan Cooper, MD, FRCPC 
Dr. Cooper, previously a nephrologist with Interior Health, has practiced in 
Fraser Health since 2010, primarily based out of Abbotsford. Her passion is 
a patient centred approach, pain and symptom management, and end of 
life care in the renal population. 
 

 

Sharon Duncan, BA, BSN, RN 
Sharon Duncan is currently Patient Care Coordinator/Educator with the Pre-
Transplant Program at Vancouver General Hospital. She has worked in the 
transplant field for over 20 years, coordinating the assessment and 
screening of living donors for direct and kidney paired exchange. Sharon has 
sat on numerous Provincial and National committees, contributing to the 
development of policies supporting transplant. Her expertise and interest 
includes the development and delivery of education to patients, staff and 
stakeholders. 

 

Angela How, MD, FRCPC 
I am a Rheumatologist in solo practice in Burnaby. I am also a clinician in the 
Young Adult Rheumatic Disease clinic at the Mary Pack Arthritis Center. This 
is a clinic for young adults who have experienced rheumatic disease in 
childhood and are transitioning to adult care. In addition, I accept a number 
of these young adults into my private practice when they are ready to move 
on from this clinic. 
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Carolyn Jarvis, RSW, MFA, BSW 
Carolyn is a transplant social worker in the Renal Transplant Program at 
Vancouver General Hospital. She works in the Living Kidney Donor program 
assessing and supporting potential living donors, and with recipients, who 
have received a living kidney donation. Her interests include donor 
outreach, and supporting patients with the emotional aspects and 
relationship issues related to donation and transplant. 

 

Bashir Jiwani, PhD 
Bashir is Ethicist and Director of Fraser Health Ethics Services and Diversity 
Services. His role in Ethics Services involves clinical ethics consultation, 
ethics-based organizational policy analysis, ethics infrastructure 
development and support, and ongoing ethics education and programming. 
In Diversity Services Bashir helps individuals, teams and the organization as 
a whole think about and respond to the challenge of serving and working 
alongside people who are different from one another in important respects. 

 

Mohamed Karim, MD, FRCPC 
Dr. Karim is a nephrologist in practice for over 25 years. Previous experience 
at VCH, East Africa and now at FHA for the past 15 years. He is on the 
Faculty at UBC and practices nephrology in Surrey with special interest in 
palliative and end of life care for patients with kidney disease. 



 
Transitions: The Kidney Patient Journey 

 

 

Sarah Lacroix, RN 
Sarah has been an RN for 19 years, 16 of which have been in hemodialysis 
within Fraser Health. She is currently completing her BScN, and then onto a 
master’s degree. Sarah is a graduate of the Quality Academy through BC 
Patient Safety Quality Council, and has recently completed all BCIT 
Nephrology courses. In 2007, she began and continues to work as a clinical 
trial research coordinator in Nephrology. In 2010, this expanded into 
thoracic research and quality improvement projects. She is the project 
lead/coordinator for the ARH Foot Care Project, and various projects within 
the Thoracic and Nephrology divisions. She enjoys the challenge and is 
passionate about improving the quality of the care delivered. 

 

Dr. James Lan, MD, FRCPC, D(ABHI) 
Dr. Lan completed his internal medicine and nephrology training at the 
University of British Columbia in 2013. He then obtained a two-year 
Clinician Investigator Program award to cross-train in Histocompatibility and 
Immunogenetics under the mentorship of Dr. Elaine Reed at the UCLA 
Immunogenetics Center. Dr. Lan has since received dual certification from 
the American Board of Histocompatibility and Immunogenetics (Director) 
and the AST Transplant Nephrology Fellowship. As of January 2016, he is a 
Clinical Assistant Professor at the University of British Columbia and staff 
Transplant Nephrologist at the Vancouver General Hospital. His clinical and 
research interests include the application of novel immunogenetics assays 
to risk-stratify and improve outcomes in transplantation. His goal is to 
establish a comprehensive clinico-immunologic biorepository in BC to better 
understand the mechanisms and risk factors of immune-mediated allograft 
injury in transplantation.  

 

Mimi Luk 
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Judith Marin, BPharm, MSc, PharmD 
Judith completed her bachelor in Pharmacy and Master in hospital 
pharmacy at Universite de Montreal. She then pursued her PharmD at 
University of British Columbia, and completed it in 2006. Judith worked for 
the Fraser Health Renal program from 2006 to 2012. Since 2013, she works 
with the St. Paul’s Kidney function clinic team. She is also UBC clinical 
instructor and is involved in different projects with the BC Renal Agency. 

 

Sushila Naicker, patient 
My name is Sushila Naicker. I am a mother of two children and a grandma 
to two grandchildren. I presently live in Abbotsford. 
I was first diagnosed with CRF in 1997. My kidneys totally failed in 2001, 
when I began dialysis.  
My first transplant came in 2009, after being on a waiting list for 8 years. 
Unfortunately, the transplant was unsuccessful.  
My second transplant came in 2015, and has been a successful transplant. 

 

Heidi Oetter, MD 
Dr. Oetter is Registrar of the CPSBC. Prior to joining the college in 2004, she 
was a family physician for 18 years. 
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Andrea O'Shaughnessy, RN, BSN, PGDip.ICU/ER 
Andrea has held the position of kidney/pancreas transplant coordinator 
since 2008. During this time she has participated in the enhancement of 
kidney transplant accessibility through her contributions to the live donor 
transplant program, the kidney paired exchange program and the ABO 
incompatible transplant program. Andrea strives to enhance the transplant 
process through her involvement with provincial working groups and 
committees. Her prior background includes ICU and Emergency Nursing as 
well as Bone Marrow Transplant/ Leukemia. 

 

Melady Preece, Ph.D. 
Dr. Melady Preece is a Clinical Psychologist who earned her Ph.D. at UBC 
specializing in Health Psychology. She currently works for the Solid Organ 
Transplant Program, conducting assessments of potential candidates for 
lung, liver, and kidney transplants. She also assesses potential live kidney 
donors and live liver donors. Dr. Preece is a Clinical Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Family Practice, Faculty of Medicine. 

 

Bobbi Preston, BSW, MSW, RCSW 
Bobbi Preston, completed her graduate studies at UBC and works in KCC, 
Abbotsford. Her healthcare experience includes chronic disease, complex, 
and palliative care. Bobbi chairs the UFV School of Human Services and 
Social Work Advisory Council, the FH Renal Social Work Practice Area Team 
(Practice Council Network), and the BC Renal Social Work Professional 
Practice Council. 

 

Scott Schumacher, DPM 
Dr. Schumacher is a Doctor of Podiatric Medicine in Surrey, BC for 25 years. 
He is Board Certified by the American Board of Foot and Ankle Surgery and 
by the American Board of Podiatric Medicine. He is also a physician certified 
in wound healing and a fellow at the Academy of Physicians in wound 
Healing. 
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Peter Shurvin, Chaplain 
I have worked for 23 years as a Chaplain/Spiritual Health Practitioner at the 
Royal Jubilee Hospital. As such, I have been involved with Renal out-patients 
in the Renal Unit, and in-patients throughout the hospital. I work with 
patients, family and staff on their spiritual issues. 

 Bradford Strijack, MD, MHSc, FRCPC 
Dr. Bradford Strijack is a clinical nephrologist working in Fraser Health 
Authority. He is the site lead for the division of Nephrology at Surrey 
Memorial Hospital. His interests include transplantation and bioethics. 

 

Sarah Thomas, BSN, C Neph (C) 
Sarah Thomas is the clinical nurse leader for the home hemodialysis 
program at Providence Health Care. She has been in her role since the 
launch of the BC home hemodialysis program in 2004. Sarah has been 
involved in many education committees and projects, including the 
transition to a 2-machine provincial home hemodialysis model. 

 

Jane Valcourt, RN 
Jane works at Abbotsford Renal Services – KCC, PD and HD. She earned a BA 
degree in International Studies from TWU and started a community 
development project with a non-profit organization. This work sparked an 
interest in nursing, so she completed her BScn at the U of A and Nephrology 
Nursing certificate from BCIT. Jane thoroughly enjoys her work within renal 
– the interprofessional teamwork and the long term relationships with 
patients. 
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Alissa Wright, FRCPC 
Dr. Alissa Wright is a Clinical Assistant Professor at the University of British 
Columbia (UBC) within the Division of Infectious Disease. She received her 
medical degree from the University of Toronto. She completed her training 
in Infectious Disease at UBC before going on to complete a two year 
fellowship in Transplant Infectious Disease at Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston. Her clinical responsibilities include the care of pre- and 
post-transplant patients at Vancouver General Hospital and St Paul’s 
Hospital in Vancouver. She is a consultant for BC Transplant on infectious 
disease issues in organ donors. Her goal is to establishing a comprehensive 
Transplant Infectious Disease program for the province of British Columbia 
for both solid organ and hematopoietic stem cell transplant recipients. 

 

Shaoyee Yao, MD, FRCPC 
Dr. Yao is a clinical nephrologist based primarily out of Abbotsford. She 
completed her nephrology fellowship at the University of Toronto and 
joined Fraser Health in 2012. She has a keen interest in quality 
improvement initiatives such as the foot care pilot. She is currently the 
hemodialysis lead for the Fraser Health renal program. 

 

Jennifer Zinetti, RD 
Jennifer has been working as a Renal Dietitian at the Kidney Care Clinic in 
Victoria for the last 9 years. Prior to that she worked in areas of diabetes, 
neurology, surgery and gastrointestinal nutritional therapy. Early in her 
career she worked as an in-patient renal dietitian. When she had the 
opportunity to return to working in the area of renal nutrition, she jumped 
at the opportunity and hasn't looked back since. A Jennifer strives to 
enhance the nutritional well-being of those she serves. Food is such an 
integral part of one's life and having to implement multiple diet restrictions 
can be challenging. Jennifer understands and respects the impact of 
required restrictions and her goal is to support the patient through the 
transition while keeping in mind quality of life and its impact on overall 
health. 

 


