


INFORMED REFUSAL: CREATION OF A FISTULA
I HAVE DISCUSSED THE BENEFITS OF A FISTULA WITH THIS PATIENT. 

Compared to fistulas, catheters have: 

· A greater risk of death;
· A greater risk of serious infection;

· An increased risk of having to go to the hospital for care;
· A greater chance that the dialysis machine will not remove all the waste products & fluids from their blood; and
· A greater chance of having more vascular access procedures done.
Despite these known benefits, this patient has chosen not to have a fistula and instead to have a catheter. 
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